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Social Mobility and the Advancement of the Information Field in the Late Ming Dynasty
LIU Zhong-xing(130)
Since the middle of the Ming Dynasty, with the development of business, the more rapid and fre-
quent social mobility became a major feature of the society. In the cities there were open information
field that provided consumptions, commercial benefits and general social activities. The brothels, res-
taurants, teahouses and temples were the most important social places and the most representative in-
formation fields in cities in the late Ming Dynasty. The invisible information in these places and the
extension of the space to fuse and sublimate, the formation of public opinion in the social space: wit-

ness, communication, feedback, leading, promoting social change, became the best footnote.

Current Researches and Prospect of Tibetan-related Civil and Criminal Cases in the Qing Dynasty
BAI Hun FENG Zhi-wei(137)
The Tibetan related cases are analyzed and discussed from ethnic perspective, which means we fo-
cused on disputes that happened between Tibetan and other ethnic groups instead of the internal ca-
ses. Furthermore, we made effort to clarify the civil and criminal settlement procedure of the cases
caused by this kind of disputes. Through the analysis of the resolution procedures of the Qing Dynas-
ty, we found there were not only strict judicial procedures but also sufficient legal bases. Some of the
questions deserved our close attention while obviously previous legislative and judicial studies paid lit-
tle. In this paper, the civil and criminal procedures of the Qing Dynasty on Tibetan related cases are
the focus of our research. It includes the application of law, the basic political idea, the political and so-
cial effect,the principle of resolution on Ethnic conflict in different regions, the local dispute settle-
ment procedure and that of imperial court,and the analysis of Tibetan related cases,etc. Based on the

above study, we look ahead into the future research priorities.

From the Mother Country to the Shared Culture The Changing Sympathetic Bonds

of the Commonwealth L1 Zhe-sheng(151)

In this essay, a look at the evolution of the British Commonwealth (Commonwealth of Nations)
from the perspective of linking bonds among the members shows that the initial identification as moth-
er country and daughter states between Britain and the old dominions served as a great take-off drive.
The following security pressure from the outside world threatened to eclipse and dilute the old identi-
ty, but at the same time altogether with the inclusion of former-colony members, begot new identity
base. The British accession into European Economic Community finally changed the structural rela-
tionships among the members, and shared culture henceforward came to serve as the main linking i

dentity bonds of the members.

Research on ROSCA Customary Law During the Period of The Republic of China ZHENG Qi-fu(158)

The Rotating Savings and Credit Association (ROSCA) at the time of The Republic of China
were a mutual non-governmental credit organization with the functions of savings and credit. ROSCA
became popular all over the country and the customary law generally accepted by the society at that
time gradually came into being. ROSCA customary law at the time of The Republic of China, with
rather mature operation procedures in ROSCA’s establishment, content, implementation, alteration
and termination, ensured the smooth operation of ROSCA and promoted the economic development at

that time by interacting positively with the state-stipulated laws and juridical practices.

176



